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Introduction

In this Freshman Literature and Composition course, you will learn about different aspects of Identity by reading various texts, including To Kill a Mockingbird, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and Romeo and Juliet.  You will further explore your own identity through writing different types of essays (e.g., personal narratives, persuasive essays) that shed light on your own personalities and experiences.  You will be held to the highest of expectations, will be exposed to a rigorous and achievement oriented curriculum, and will make tremendous academic gains as long as you put in the necessary hard work.  I expect you to leave my classroom a substantially better reader, writer, speaker, listener, and thinker – important skills that directly apply to college and all future occupations.
Classroom Expectations
I have three simple behavioral expectations in my classroom.  At all times, you will be Prompt, Prepared, and Professional.  My classroom is modeled after a college-style collaborative seminar, and it is imperative that everyone follows these expectations in order to make our classroom an environment where teamwork is encouraged, learning is contagious, and professional norms are respected.  Consequences for not following our class expectations are (in order) a verbal warning, conference after class, phone call home, and referral to the principal.
Class Materials & Entrance Procedure
You will bring a notebook, a writing utensil, and your textbook to class every day.  It is imperative that you enter my classroom quietly, find your seat, and begin working on the DO NOW activity for the first five minutes of class.  The entrance procedure will be the same every day, and all students are expected to adhere to the procedure.
Office Hours

I take my job as an educator very seriously, and that means that my day does not stop when the bell rings.  I am available before school, during lunch, and after school until 6:00 p.m. on most days.  I request that you make an appointment with me beforehand so that I can be sure to give you my full attention.  Also, there will be incentives to stay after school and receive extra help.  You will be expected to seek out help when needed and to stay after school when asked for academic reasons.

Course Outline

Unit #1 - Six Traits of Writing: Personal Essay



August – September
Unit #2 - To Kill a Mockingbird





September – October

Unit #3 - Exploring Text: Short Stories




November

Unit #4 - Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas


November – December

Unit #5 - Skills Review






December

Unit #6 - Reviewing our Progress & Looking Toward the Future

January

Unit #7 - Romeo and Juliet





January – February

Unit #8 - Text in our Everyday Lives: Nonfiction



March

Unit #9 - Differentiating Text: Literature Circles



April

Unit #10 - Stepping up our Game: Revisiting Writing


May

Unit #11 - Skills Review






May

Point Breakdown

Tests & Quizzes

35%
Papers & Projects
30%

Class Work

15%

Homework

10%

Participation

10%
Grading Scale

90-100%  

A

80-89% 

B
70-79%


C
60-69%


D

59% or below

F

Late Work

Turning in assignments late will seriously damage your grade.  Late homework will NOT be accepted.  Late papers or projects will be docked 20% for each day they are late.  There are NO exceptions unless you approach me beforehand with a valid reason for turning in a paper or project late (instances where I will grant an extension are extremely rare).  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what was missed and to turn in missed assignments the following day.
Final Thoughts

Freshman year is arguably the most important year of your academic career.  You are in high school now.  With added age comes increased responsibilities.  In my classroom, you will be challenged like you have never been challenged before.  My singular goal is to make sure that all of my students have the opportunity to pursue whatever they want to pursue in their life.  I want college to not just be an abstract dream – I want it to be a reality for all of my students if they so choose.  The Communication Arts Department at Carnahan High School is focused on developing the reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills of all of our students in order to prepare you for a world where solid communication skills are paramount for success.  My promise to you is that I will work as hard as I can so that you have the opportunity to succeed.  With focus, determination, and hard work, significant academic achievement can be a reality for you.
